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drinking till very late. Then Hsi-mSn said good-bye to Miao
and returned to Chai's house.
For eight or nine days, nearly all the important officials
at the palace sent invitations to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing. Then he
felt anxious to get home and ordered Tai An to pack up his
baggage. The Comptroller pressed him to stay one day more.
This he did. The two men drank together and treated one
another as though they were blood relations. Then Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing set off on his way back to Shan-tung.
While Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was away, the Moon Lady and
the others stayed in their own rooms doing needlework and
none of them went out to play. So they waited for his return,
all except Golden Lotus, who dressed herself exquisitely
and mingled with the maids, sometimes playing* at guessing
fingers and sometimes at dominoes. She laughed and talked
merrily, not caring what anybody thought about her. She
was anxious to meet Ch'en Ching-chi, and every day went
to the garden and many times to the cavern, hoping to find
him there. Ching-chi was always thinking about her and he
went there frequently. Whenever they met they would play
and kiss. But they were afraid of someone seeing them and
dared not fully satisfy their longing for each other.
One day the Moon Lady, Tower of Jade, and the Lady of
the Vase were sitting together when, suddenly, Tai An came
in and kotowed. "Father is nearly he?e," he told them.
"Where is he now?" the Moon Lady asked.
"I came first with the passports," Tai An said. "He must
still be twenty II away."
"Have you had anything to eat?"%the Moon Lady asked,
"I have had breakfast but not lunch.*'
The Moon Lady ordered food to be prepared, then she,
with the other ladies, went to the great hall to await her
husband. They waited a long time.
At last Hsi-mSn Ch'ing arrived. The ladies went out to
welcome him. He made a reverence to the Mooft Lady, then
greeted all the others. Shu T'ung, Ch'in T'ung and Hua
T'ung kotowed and went to the kitchen for something to eat.
Hsi-men Ch'ing told the ladies about the hardships of his
journey, how he had stayed with Chai, how the Imperial Tutor
had invited him, and how he had gone to many parties

